
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GreenbrierFUMC 
focus 

December – It is All About 

Jesus! 
Rachael Carmen has a speaking and 

writing ministry with her husband in 

Charlotte, NC. Her comments on 

Christmas were featured in Dr. James 

Dobson’s Focus on the Family Bulletin. 

They are worth repeating. 
 
“When I was a kid, Christmas was my 

favorite time of year for all the wrong 

reasons. I loved making my wish list. 

My conversations with friends centered 

on the gifts we’d receive. And I had an 

arsenal of manipulative tactics ready to 

use on my parents. I do not remember a 

skimpy Christmas. 

“We had the stuff but not the Savior; 

we had the tree but not the manger; we 

had the lights but not the star. We had 

Christmas without Christ. And although 

we always had many presents and full 

stockings, the holiday was empty. His 

presence was missing. I wish I could 

say it was easy for me to transition 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
We are planning a splendid celebration of the birth of Christ on Christmas Eve. The Sanctuary 

Choir and the T4:12 Praise Team will be combining to form a beautiful night of music and 

retelling of the story of the birth that changed the world. We will also share a time of Communion 

and Candlelight. Our Christmas Eve service will be at 6:00 p.m. Come early to prepare yourself 

for our time of worship. Then the following morning, Sunday, December 25… Christmas Day we 

will offer one casual worship service at 9:00 a.m. There will be no Sunday School on that day and 

no other activities. You can come dressed casually and comfortable…bring your kids in their 

pajamas if you like to celebrate Christmas morning.  

from a lifetime of wanting stuff to 

wanting Him. I grew accustomed to 

getting; I enjoyed being selfish. I didn’t 

realize how ugly it was—until my kids 

started getting old enough to respond to 

marketing. 

This season isn’t about extraordinary 

gifts but about celebrating Christ’s 

birth. It’s not about exhausted nights or 

expensive parties but about His 

extravagant love. It’s not about rushing 

around but about resting in Him. With 

this focus, I can celebrate the greatest 

gift of all time, Jesus Christ, the Son of 

the living God.”  

 

Like I said, Rachael’s words are worth 

repeating; even more than that, they are 

worth remembering. If you are not 

careful, you might find yourself (and 

your family) having Christmas without 

Christ.   

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF GREENBRIER FIRST UNITED METHODIST  

DECEMBER 2016 

Church Events 

 Dec 3rd – Youth Christmas Party at  

the Garrett’s @ 5:00 p.m. 
 

 Dec. 4th – 2nd Sunday of Advent  
 

 Dec. 7th – Choir Practice @ 5:30 pm 

ELEVATE for Kids! @ 6:30 pm  
Youth @ 6:30 pm  
Adult Bible Study @ 6:30 pm 
Basic (Frances Chan) Study @ 6:30 pm 
 

 Dec. 11th – 3rd Sunday of Advent  
 

 Dec. 14th – No Wednesday Night 

Activities  
 

 Dec. 17th - Men’s Breakfast at 7:30 am 
 

 Dec. 18th – 4th Sunday in Advent 
 

 Dec. 21st – Dress Rehearsal for 

Christmas Eve @ 5:30 pm  
 

No Other Wednesday Night Activities 
  

 Dec. 24th – Carols, Communion, & 

Candlelight: Christmas Eve Service  
@ 6:00 pm  
 

 Dec. 25th – Christmas Day Worship 

One Service at 9:00 am 
 

 Dec. 28th – No Wednesday Night 

Activities 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Story               
begins January 8th    

Be part of The Story in 2017 
Study Guides available at 

the Welcome Center. 

Don’t miss out on being part of 

The Story in 2017. Many of our 

Adult Sunday School classes will 

be utilizing the curriculum during 

the Sunday School hour. It’s a 

great opportunity to jump into a 

class and join The Story.  If you 

want to be part of a Sunday 

morning study group talk to Kevin 

and he will point you in the right 

direction. 
 

There will also be small groups 

forming in Wooster and 

Greenbrier. You can sign up for to 

be part of a week day “The Story” 

small group at the Welcome 

Center. Be sure and take a close 

look at our website which includes 

resources for individual, family 

and small group studies at 

www.greenbrierfumc/the-story.org  

 

There are also lots of other 

resources as well for children and 

youth.  Families can use this 31 

week study as a time to build the 

spiritual foundation of their home 

we daily devotions. Kids will 

receive a card each Sunday that 

will help them remember the 

lesson.  
 

So plan on joining with your 

GreenbrierFUMC church family on 

a journey through the Bible, using 

The Story, a compelling rendering 

of God’s Word that reveals the full 

extent of God’s love for his people.  

This is an experience you will want 

to be part of from the very 

beginning. The launch of The Story 

will be Sunday, January 8th at both 

worship services.  Don’t miss it! 

 

 

The Story small group Bible study, by Randy Frazee, provides 

groups of all sizes the opportunity to discuss and apply what they 

experienced during the 31 week The Story church campaign. 
 

To understand the Bible, says Frazee, you need bifocal lenses, 

because two perspectives are involved. The Lower Story, our 

story, is actually many stories of men and women interacting with 

God in the daily course of life. 
 

The Upper Story is God’s story, the tale of his great, overarching 

purpose that puts the individual stories together like panels in 

one unified mural. 
 

In 31 sessions, The Story video-based small group study opens 

your eyes to God’s master plan unfolding in the lives of the 

Bible’s characters-and in your own life. 
 

Discover the heart of God’s Upper Story, and the joy that comes 

as you align your story with God’s.  

Financial News 
Your Year End Gift will help make a huge 
difference as we close out 2016 

We have accomplished a lot this year as a church and to help build the 

Kingdom of God. Our youth group continues to grow, building the 

faith of our young people. Our worship attendance has increased, 

bringing more people to hear the Good News of Christ. We have 

provided food for over 400 families this year through your giving of 

dollars and food to the food pantry. Improvements to our building have 

made our church home more warm and inviting to visitors and sending 

them the message that this United Methodist church is vibrant and 

alive. We were able to do all of this and more by God’s Spirit working 

in and through each of you. Thank you so much for your generosity in 

so many areas. 
 

 As we move into the last few weeks of 2016, please be praying about 

making a special gift to the operating budget of our church. We need 

about $23,000 to meet our budget for this year. We want to pay our 

Conference and District apportionments at 100% and begin 2017 on a 

solid financial footing. Please have any gifts for 2016 to the church 

office before December 29th or postmarked by December 31st. Don’t 

forget you can also give on our website …www.greenbrierfumc.org 
 

Here is where we stand after the first week of December: 
 

OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2016                         $193,796.00 

GIVING AS OF DECEMBER 4, 2016                     $170,418.26              

NEEDED TO MEET BUDGET                               $23,377.74 
 

Thank you so much for all you have given and the prayers you 

have offered in 2016 to allow us to do the ministry of reaching, 

teaching, and caring for so many as we continue to build the body 

of Christ. 

 

 

Food Pantry Update  
Lord, as we enjoy this Christmas season, help us remember those who 

are without.  Amen. 
  

As of December 1, food has been given out 383 times.  In 2008, food 

was given out 64 times increasing to 314 times last year.  About 3% of 

households have used the food pantry 4 times. 
  

More families are coming from Conway as word spreads about the 

“good” food given.  CAPCA (Community Action Program for Central 

Arkansas) has sent some of these families. 
  

On each visit, a family receives about $50 worth of food.  This will total 

about $20,000 in 2016.   About $750 a month is being spent from the 

Food Pantry Fund (not a budgeted item).  This is  an increase over the 

$550 spent last year and is due to the increasing number of families 

needing assistance and a drop in donations of food.  Thankfully, 

monetary donations have remained “healthy.” 
  

God has blessed the food pantry through your generous donations and 

with successful fund raisers and food drives.   A $500 grant was 

recently received from 200,000 Reasons which assists Methodist 

churches with sustainable food programs for children.  Our Cub Scouts 

hold several food drives each year and collected a huge amount of food 

this past week.  A special thank you goes to Jacob Mathis for requesting 

food in lieu of gifts for his 16th birthday (hint, hint!). 
  

Currently needed items include pancake/baking mix, 1# hamburger 

packages, rice, cereal, fruit and tuna or chicken “helper” but anything is 

appreciated.  Save your “Upper Room” and other devotionals as they 

are put in the food sacks.  
  

Wishing you a blessed and joyous Christmas! 

 

http://www.greenbrierfumc/the-story.org


 

Mission and Outreach News  
Operation Christmas Child and Angel Tree 

 

Operation Christmas Child was a GREAT success. In our first year as a 
drop-off point, Greenbrier First United Methodist Church took 466 
shoeboxes to Family Bible Church in Conway, 213 were from our 
Church.  Great job GreenbrierFUMC! We will do this again in 
2017.  Looking forward to Christmas in July 2017 and another shoebox 
collection drive next year. Thanks for making this Operation Christmas 

Child the best one ever!  
And don’t forget your Angel Tree gifts are due back Sunday, December 11th. We had a great response from our 
congregation this year in picking up the Angels. You have made Christmas brighter for some Greenbrier families again this 
year.  
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in our annual trunk or treat. Even though it rained off and on, we believe a good time 
was had by all. Those who shop Harps, extend your gratitude because they DONATED ALL the hot dogs and buns you 

enjoyed. We are so proud of their community support.  
 
Our ministry to the Bethlehem House will begin again in January as we will continue our third Thursday Mexican casserole 
meals. And don’t forget to be saving your Blue Jeans for our Great Blue Jean GiveAway next summer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where do you want to 
serve in 2017?  

The Lay Leadership Committee is looking to fill a number of service 

opportunities for 2017. In order to become the church that God is calling 

us to be and to continue to grow in our faith, we are asking you to 

consider serving on one of the work areas outlined in our Long Range 

Plan. We are looking for people who feel called to serve on the following 

committees: Building, Education, Worship, Stewardship, Nurture, 

Planning, Faith-Sharing, and Outreach. There is further information in the 

bulletin. Please take a moment and consider where you want to serve. We 

are hoping that every member will consider their place in helping to build 

the Kingdom at Greenbrier FUMC. 

Youth News 

GreenbrierFUMC Youth – Refuge 2016 

Christmas in the Ozarks 
 

We have been invited to spend December 16-18 in Branson with the 

Woodburns again this year.  We will be going to Silver Dollar City again 

on Saturday the 17th.  The cost will be $40 and just $10 if you have a 

season pass to the park.  They will need some money for dinner on the 

way up on Friday but food will be covered for the rest of the 

weekend.  Forms are available for this and need to be turned in by 

December 3.  
 
We are working hard to set a date for mission trip next Summer and we 

also have talked about a father-son trip and mother-daughter trip. 

  

We are doing a study about self-worth right now and how we can keep 

ourselves from falling in to the traps designed to make us doubt 

ourselves.  It has sparked some pretty good conversation and we would 

love to have everyone join us! 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Announcements 
 The Greenbrier UMW still has church cookbooks for sale.  

These make excellent stocking stuffers, gifts for that person 

who likes to cook.  This cookbook is full of time-tested recipes 

that are great for special dinners, quick suppers, party foods, 

and all the things in between.  You can purchase a cookbook at 

the Welcome Center for $14.00. 
 

 We have been using the ShareFaith material for our Children’s 

Church time on Sundays. It takes the kids through 52 Bible 

stories during the year and gives them activities and sheets to 

help reinforce the Bible story. If you are interested in being part 

of our Children’s Church team please let Bro. Kevin know. 

He is always looking for new volunteers to lead our kids in 

their 30-minute lesson during the sermon time at the 11:00 a.m. 

service. You would be committing to lead about four or five 

times a year. 
 

 Poinsettias are available to purchase to be placed in our 

sanctuary in honor or memory of loved ones. These will be 

used during the Advent season and can be picked up on 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Cost of the poinsettias are 

$7.00 each. Forms for the poinsettias are at the Welcome 

Center. 
 

 Blue Jean Give-A-Way will be back next August so we 

wanted to give you a heads up so you can be saving up your 

blue jeans. Box them up, bag them up and store them away 

until this summer. We always need kids’ blue jeans so as your 

kids grow out of them this year be sure and save them for us! 

You will be hearing more about this next year!  
 

 Administrative Council will meet Sunday, December 18th at 

4:00 p.m. We have plenty on the agenda as we close out this 

year and look forward with excitement to what God will do in 

this coming year. 

 

 For those of you who are looking for a mission opportunity during 

this Christmas season, take a look at the Tacos4Life sponsored event 

in Conway on Saturday, December 17th. The world heard and saw 

the devastation of hurricane Matthew in the small ravaged country of 

Haiti this October.  Killing over 1,600 people, Matthew is the 

deadliest hurricane since 2005. 
 
Feed My Starving Children has a goal of sending 15,000,000 meals 

to Haiti and has reached out to their partners to help pack the meals. 

You can help! On December 17th at the Conway Expo Center you 

can be part of helping to pack 200,000 meals for Haiti.  This is above 

and beyond the normal meal production at Tacos 4 Life. So what are 

you waiting for?  Make a difference and volunteer now! Go to 

http://tacos4life.org/hope4haiti and sign up for a time … Youth and 

kids are encouraged to join in … so make it a family event! 

 

 For all our Men…. Don’t forget Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, 

December 17th at 7:30 a.m. We will have a great breakfast of eggs, 

bacon, sausage, biscuits and gravy and endless coffee and orange 

juice to drink. All for $3.00. Or if you haven’t been to Men’s 

breakfast in a while, this is the month to come. You can come for 

free… to celebrate the birth of the King of Kings….. just clip out the 

coupon below and bring it with you. What a bargain! So come join 

us for our December breakfast and fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------ Clip This Valuable Coupon ------------------------

- 

Upcoming Events 
CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee  aanndd  CChhrriissttmmaass  

DDaayy  WWoorrsshhiipp  SSeerrvviicceess  
 

Christmas Eve this year is on Saturday and Christmas Day 
falls on Sunday. We will have our traditional Christmas Eve 
service with Communion and Candlelight on December 24th. 

This is always a beautiful time of celebrating the birth of 
Christ. 

 
Then on Christmas Day we will have one informal worship 

service at 9:00 a.m. We will have fun celebrating Christmas 
together as a church family. What a wonderful opportunity 

we will have to be together on this Holy day. Christmas 
won’t be on Sunday again until 2022 and then the next 

opportunity won’t be till 2033.  I hope you will come share 
part of your Christmas Day  

with us this year! 

 Miscellaneous 

 

IS ON 

THE KKIINNGG  
Breakfast 

Come in Saturday, December 17th  
for a free breakfast. Coupon expires 

12/17/16 at 7:35 a.m. 

STARTING JANUARY 8, 2017      

31 WEEKS  |  CHURCHWIDE 
 

Sunday Mornings in Both Services 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 

Sunday School Classes 
Small Group 

Children, Youth & Adults 
 

For more information: www.thestory.com 
 

 

http://tacos4life.org/hope4haiti
http://www.thestory.com/

